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24 February 1875

Holland, Michigan

Both Dr. John L. See, secretary of the Board of Education of the Reformed Church in America,
and Dr. David Cole, representing the General Synod, were present at this meeting of the Council
of Hope College that met for three days, concluding on February 261. Most of the sessions were
concerned with college finances but no particulars were given by the secretary in his minutes. It
was mentioned that Rev. Giles Mandeville was on campus to lecture to the Fraternal Society. Dr.
Albertus C. Van Raalte was not present. Rev. John H. Karsten took the chair. The council was
optimistic that enough money would be collected for the Ebenezer Fund that its interest would
fund the expenses of the Grammar School.
Transcription by Mary Otterness, 2004.

Minutes of the Council of Hope College, 178-180.
Original in the Hope College collection in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.
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Feb 24.

Present

Corn of
Brd of
Education

Feb. 1875

The Council met in Special session at eleven A. M. on Wednesday.
The Adsessor Rev J. H. Karsten took the chair and opened the meeting with
prayer
From the Classis of
Mich
Rev J. W. Beardslee, Abel T Stewart
A. H. Vaii Vranken & Elder L. 0. Hammond
Holland Rev H 2tervvyk, P. De Pree
Wis
Rev Jo H Karsten, John Muller
Grand River " C Van Der Meulen
Ex. officio
Rev John L See D D secretary of the Board of Education
Rev David Cole D.D. representing the General Synod. The hour of
adjournment having arrived the meeting was closed by Elder Philip Phelps D
D President of the College A. C. Van Raalte President of the Council
A Communication was read from the Secretary of the Board of Education,
stating that in response to a communication from the Rev Philip Phelps Jr
accompanying notice of meeting of Council the Ex. Com. of the Board of
Education had appointed its Rev G. H. Mandeville D D and Elder H. J.
Hosford a committee to meet with the Council
179
and directed the cor. Sect. to attend the meeting in his Ex. officio capacity as a
member
A Com. consisting of Rev Doctor Phelps & J. W. Beardslee were appointed to
wait on the Com. and invite them to the Council room.
The object of the meeting as given in a paper read by Doctor Phelps was to
meet a Com. from the Board of Education for the purpose of a free
Conference. The Corn. appeared in Council and were received through their
presiding officer
Resd that the sessions be from 9 A M to 12 M. From 2 1/2 PM to 6. and from 8
The conference opened and was continued through
P.M. to 9 1/2. oclock.
the morning session. The Rev Doctor Cole closed the session with prayer.
The Council met in afternoon session & was opened with prayer by L. S.
Viele. The Council was continued until the hour of adjournment & closed
with prayer by Rev Doctor Man De Ville.
The Council met in evening session & was opened with prayer by Rev J.W.
Beardslee and closed with prayer by Rev Doctor See.
The Council met in morning session on Thursday and was opened with prayer
by Rev H. briterwyk. Mr. Jacob Herringa of the Classis of Holland appeared
in Council. (l'he meeting was closed with prayer by H.J. Hosford.
The Council met in afternoon session and was opened with prayer by A. H.
Van Vranken. The President of Counell the College was requested to see that
the book of notes be on the table in the morning. The hour of adjournment
having arrived the Council Resolved not to have an Evening session, with the
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understanding that the members should have the opportunity of hearing the
Lecture before the Fraternal Society
180
by Rev Doctor Mandeville
The meeting was closed with prayer by Prof Scott.

Feb 26th

The Council met in morning session on
and was opened with prayer by L. 0. Hammond. Res. that Revd Messrs
Karsten 8c Muller be excused after the morning session. The session was
closed with prayer.

The afternoon session was opened with prayer by L. S. Viele. Resd that the
Secretary be directed to report at the meeting in April the name & object of all
Committees now existing by appointment of Council. 2" that henceforth
unless otherwise ordered by council every Com. appointed by Council shall be
Term of
Committees understood to be limited in their action 8c existence to the financial year
during which they are appointed.
Resd 3 that a Corn. be appointed to prepare & report to the next regular
meeting a System of By Laws for the government of Council The Corn.
consists of messrs Stewart, Phelps & l*iterwyk.
Resd that we as a Council learn with great pleasure the effort made among the
Hollanders Churches to raise an Ebenezer Fund 8c that we express the hope
Ebenezer
they will use every effort to raise such a sum as that the interest may be amply
Fund
sufficient for the maintainance[sic] of the General Grammar School. The
meeting was closed with prayer b y L.O. Hammond.
The Evening session was opened with prayer by Rev Doctor Man De Ville.
After some kind expressions on the part of the Eastern Com. the
representative of Synod & Secretary of the Board of Education responded to
by members of the Council & the President of the Council in the name of
Council, the Conference closed at half past one on Saturday morning A vote
of thanks was given to the Eastern brethren for their visit and attendance upon
the Conference. The Council adjourned & was closed with prayer.
Abel. T. Stewart Secretary

